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Peter, and Jade Is concise and highly figurative, and has a

genera! resemblance throughout.

THE   EPISTLE   OF  JAMES.

The authenticity of this excellent practical Epistle is sup-
ported by the following arguments.

It was translated in the Syriac version made In the Apostolic
age, and all along received by the Syrian Church ; and acknow-
ledged as canonical by Eplirem Syrus, Euselius, Chrysostom,
Jerom, Tlteodoret, and in several canons of the Greek and
Latin councils. And it Is highly rational, and worthy of the
president of the Mother Church at Jerusalem. No sober-
minded critic therefore can reasonably doubt of its authenticity
or canonical authority *.

It was probably written about a year before his death, when
the troubles were beginning in Judea, fi'oin false teachers. Hi. 1 ;
seditions and insurrections, iv. 1 ; with the benevolent design of
vindicating the true faith working % lore, and recommending
peace and harmony to a distracted world. We may date It,
therefore, about A.D. 61, or the beginning of A.D. 62, with
Whitby, Lardner, and Michaelis.

THE   EPISTLE   OP  JUDE.

This Epistle was held as genuine by several of the ancient
Fathers, Tertullian, Clemens Alettandrinus, Origen, and Epi-

phanius; and as it coincides in doctrine with the other Catholic
Epistles, (sec this Vol. note, p. 193,) should be admitted as
canonical; especially as there Is a marked resemblance between
it, vers. 6, and the Epistle of Peter, I Pet. iii. 19, 20, 2 Pet. II.
4, 5, in these abstruse passages, descriptive of the fallen angels,
and their punishment; relating most probably to the pious
Sethites, who were corrupted by their commerce with the
daughters of Cain, and their posterity, who perished in the de-
luge, (as explained before, Vol. II. p. 30, 39.) These passages of
Peter, which are fuller, seem to be designed as a commentary
on the conclser account of Jitde, We seem warranted, there-

* Both Lardner and MichaeUs, however, have expended a great deal of criticism to
determine who this James was; and after puzzling them&elves, have come to the scep-
tical conclusion of doubting who he was, and of course, not knowing whether the Epistle
be canonical or not.